
Manhattan is the city that never sleeps and 
Paris is the city of lights. Boston may soon be 
known as the city that shuts down early. 
 The MBTA received a proposal in 
December that suggested extending the 
service hours to 2 a.m. The majority of the 
trains stop running around 1 a.m. (the last 
trip on the Mattapan-bound red line stops 
at 12:50 a.m.). If approved, the new hours 
can have a positive effect on the citizens of 
Boston.
 With over fifty colleges and universities in 

the city and surrounding areas, one may think 
that Boston’s metro service would run until the early hours of the morning in 
order to cater to its growing supply of students who look for a safe way to get 
home. However, this is not the case.
 One extra hour of transportation can make a difference. Students can 
reach campus safely, businesses can make their daily sales goals, customers 
can stay longer at the upcoming casinos (which will bring in revenue for the 
city) and citizens do not have to empty their withering pockets to expensive 
cab services.
 As the debate of service hours unfolded, a heated discussion of fare hikes 
by students and citizens soon followed when MBTA officials announced that 
their plans will be effective in July 1, 2012. 
 If passed, the subway fare will jump to $2.40-$3 from its usual $1.70-$2 
fare, according to authorities. Compared to New York City’s standard subway 
rate of up to $2.50 per ride, this may seem unfair to many people who live in 
Boston. 
 Being a native New Yorker who has ridden the subway all her life, these 
proposed MBTA fares are not outrageous.
 Like New York City, Boston is a well-known tourist destination where 
transportation is essential. Transportation runs on tax dollars, so it is only fair 
that the fare prices rise if the service hours are extended.
 There is one factor to this proposal that is unreasonable. According to 
Boston.com, the MBTA is in talks of shutting down service of the E branch of 
the green line on the weekends. The extension of hours should come with the 
availabilities of all MBTA lines, not the other way around. If the E branch is cut 
on weekends, imagine buses filled to the brim with annoyed passengers and 
long, long walks to your destination. No one wants that.
 Boston has always been known for being one of America’s founding cities, 
but even after a few centuries not much has changed. Extending service 
hours for the MBTA would be the spark that ignites the flame to make Boston 
a better city. As this country progresses with its social and technological 
mindsets, if service hours are not changed the Bean may get stuck in the past 
and fall behind.
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With over 50 colleges and universities in the greater Boston area, one would expect the city to carry a notorious 
party reputation.  Ask any student, however, and you will soon learn this is not the case.  Transportation, among 
other reasons, is responsible for Boston’s lackluster nightlife, shutting off service at 12:30 a.m. on weekends.  
After this cutoff time, desperate college students compete for the last remaining taxis to make it safely home.  The 
obvious problem in public transportation sparked heated debates recently as city officials decide whether or not to 
expand MBTA service lines for late night party-goers.
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Superficially, an MBTA schedule increase 
looks like a positive step toward supporting 
local bars, clubs and preventing drunk driving 
on city roads.  A deeper look into the MBTA 
system, however, reveals financial chaos, 
underused services and threats of fare 
increases.
 Considering these burdens, adding a 
late-night hours service at the MBTA would 
be the proverbial straw that broke the camel’s 
back.
 “This year, the MBTA is 1.6 billion dollars 

in debt.  Next year will be more”, says Paul 
Regan, executive director of the MBTA Advisory Board.
 The MBTA, a unionized organization, requires that workers be paid 
overtime for late-night shifts.  The city’s budget simply does not allow for the 
huge increase in wages it would have to pay should the service come into 
effect.
 Besides the financial shortcomings of the city’s budget, history proves this 
expansion would not be a good idea.
 “They tried extending service hours in the past with the night owl service.  
Nobody rode it,” recalls Regan.
 The average cost per bus passenger during the day is around $3.  At the 
time, the night owl service was operating around $15 per passenger.
 Suppose, however, that the popularity of the program did increase.  There 
are still other roadblocks in expanding the T’s hours.
 “When they close down, they do heavy maintenance,” says Regan.  
Operating through the night means less time devoted to repairs and more 
chances of lines breaking down during the day.
 Also, fare increases are inevitable should the city implement late night 
transit.
 “We haven’t had a fare increase in five years.  I think a fare increase is 
going to happen in any case,” says Regan.  But with the addition of this 
service, fares would increase at much higher rates than estimated.
 A fare increase, no matter how small, has drastic effects on the ridership 
of the MBTA. Even if students and other night owls are willing to sacrifice a 
couple extra dollars for more convenient hours, commuters might not be able 
to afford the increase.
 A change in price would discourage many passengers from using the T 
during the day.  “There will be a significant impact on ridership,” says Regan.
 More commuters would drive to work, compensating for unaffordable 
public transportation.  As consequence, the city will witness increases in 
congestion and traffic.
 At this point in time, the city is unable to invest in such costly changes to 
its transportation system.  The organization has to look out for its loyal day-
customers before indulging in the requests of the occasional Boston bar-goer.
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